Ellen G. White
Pray For The Latter Rain

Key Thoughts

[The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church
for the coming of the Son of Man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life;
the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter
rain can bring no seed to perfection. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 2} ]

[Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained all the
benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the
latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their
hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun in the
human heart in giving his light and knowledge, must be continually going forward. Every
individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement, and
cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by
earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that the early disciples prepared for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater degree,
must be done now. |

[Only those who are living up to the light they have, will receive greater light. Unless we are
daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize
the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us,
but we shall not discern or receive it. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 4} ]

[Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain.” Do not rest satisfied that in the ordinary
course of the season, rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and perfection of the seed rests not
with husbandman. God alone can ripen the harvest. But man’s co-operation is required. God’s
work for us demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith. We must seek his favors
with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to come to us. We should improve every
opportunity of placing ourselves in the channel of blessing. Christ has said, “Where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst.” The convocations of the
church, as in camp-meetings, the assemblies of the home church, and all occasions where there
is personal labor for souls, are God’s appointed opportunities for giving the early and the latter
rain. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 6}]

[let none think that in attending these gatherings, their duty is done. A mere attendance upon all
the meetings that are held will not in itself bring a blessing to the soul. It is not an immutable
law that all who attend general gatherings or local meetings shall receive large supplies from
heaven. The circumstances may seem to be favorable for a rich outpouring of the showers of
grace. But God himself must command the rain to fall. Therefore we should not be remiss in
supplication. We are not to trust to the ordinary working of providence. We must pray that God
will unseal the fountain of the water of life. And we must ourselves receive of the living water.
Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most earnestly that now, in the time of the latter rain, the
showers of grace may fall upon us. At every meeting we attend, our prayers should ascend that



at this very time, God will impart warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the
Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon
God for the perfecting latter rain. If we pray for the blessing in faith, we shall receive it as God
has promised. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 7}]

[The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of the
Holy Spirit. Ask for his blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion. To us is
committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work of revealing Christ to those who are in
darkness. We are called to proclaim the special truths for this time. For all this the outpouring
of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expect]

[What we need is the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit of God. “Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Pray without ceasing, and watch by working
in accordance with your prayers. As you pray, believe, trust in God. It is the time of the latter
rain, when the Lord will give largely of his Spirit. Be fervent in prayer, and watch in the Spirit.
— {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 14}]

March 2, 1897 — Pray for the Latter Rain

“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright
clouds, and give them showers of rain.” “He will cause to come down for you the rain, the
former rain, and the latter rain.” In the East the former rain falls at the sowing-time. It is
necessary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers,
the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain,
and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the
work of the Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to
germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward,
from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The ripening of the grain
represents the completion of the work of God’s grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy
Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly
transformed into the likeness of Christ. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 1}

The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the church
for the coming of the Son of Man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no life;
the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter
rain can bring no seed to perfection. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 2}

There is to be “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” There
must be a constant development of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian

experience. This we should seek with intensity of desire, that we may adorn the doctrine of
Christ our Saviour. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 3}



Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained
all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be
supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they
intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that
God has begun in the human heart in giving his light and knowledge, must be continually
going forward. Every individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of
every defilement, and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and
forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that the early
disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The same
work, only in greater degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only to ask for the
blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the work concerning him. It is God who began the
work, and he will finish his work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. But there must be no
neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light
they have, will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification
of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy
Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern
or receive it. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 4}

At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that which enables us to
make the first start. The blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to the
end. Yet these alone will not suffice. While we cherish the blessing of the early rain, we
must not, on the other hand, lose sight of the fact that without the latter rain, to fill out
the ears and ripen the grain, the harvest will not be ready for the sickle, and the labor of
the sower will have been in vain. Divine grace is needed at the beginning, divine grace at
every step of advance, and divine grace alone can complete the work. There is no place for us
to rest in a careless attitude. We must never forget the warnings of Christ, “Watch unto
prayer,” “Watch and pray always.” A connection with the divine agency every moment is
essential to our progress. We may have had a measure of the Spirit of God, but by prayer
and faith we are continually to seek more of the Spirit. It will never do to cease our efforts.
If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the
former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own
door. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 5}

“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain.” Do not rest satisfied that in the
ordinary course of the season, rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and perfection of the seed
rests not with husbandman. God alone can ripen the harvest. But man’s co-operation is
required. God’s work for us demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith. We
must seek his favors with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to come to us. We
should improve every opportunity of placing ourselves in the channel of blessing. Christ
has said, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst.” The convocations of the church, as in camp-meetings, the assemblies of the home
church, and all occasions where there is personal labor for souls, are God’s appointed
opportunities for giving the early and the latter rain. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 6}



But let none think that in attending these gatherings, their duty is done. A mere
attendance upon all the meetings that are held will not in itself bring a blessing to the
soul. It is not an immutable law that all who attend general gatherings or local meetings shall
receive large supplies from heaven. The circumstances may seem to be favorable for a rich
outpouring of the showers of grace. But God himself must command the rain to fall.
Therefore we should not be remiss in supplication. We are not to trust to the ordinary
working of providence. We must pray that God will unseal the fountain of the water of life.
And we must ourselves receive of the living water. Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most
earnestly that now, in the time of the latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us. At
every meeting we attend, our prayers should ascend that at this very time, God will impart
warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us
meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the perfecting latter
rain. If we pray for the blessing in faith, we shall receive it as God has promised. — {RH
March 2, 1897 Par. 7}

The continual communication of the Holy Spirit to the church is represented by the prophet
Zechariah under another figure, which contains a wonderful lesson of encouragement for us.
The prophet says: “The angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is
wakened out of his sleep, and said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and
behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon,
and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: and two olive-trees by it,
one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. So I answered and
spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my Lord? ... Then he answered
and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.... And I answered again, and
said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the
golden oil out of themselves? ... Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by
the Lord of the whole earth.” — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 8}

From the two olive-trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes into the bowl of the
candlestick, and thence into the golden lamps that gave light to the sanctuary. So from the holy
ones that stand in God’s presence, his Spirit is imparted to human instrumentalities that are
consecrated to his service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to communicate light
and power to God’s people. It is to receive blessing for us that they stand in God’s
presence. As the olive-trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the heavenly
messengers seek to communicate all that they receive from God. The whole heavenly
treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we receive the blessing, we in our turn
are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light-bearer
in the world. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 9}

This is the work that the Lord would have every soul prepared to do at this time, when the four
angels are holding the four winds, that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed
in their foreheads. There is no time now for self-pleasing. The lamps of the soul must be
trimmed. They must be supplied with the oil of grace. Every precaution must be taken to
prevent spiritual declension, lest the great day of the Lord overtake us as a thief in the night.



Every witness for God is now to work intelligently in the lines which God has appointed. We
should daily obtain a deep and living experience in the work of perfecting Christian character.
We should daily receive the holy oil that we may impart to others. All may be light-bearers to
the world if they will. We are to sink self out of sight in Jesus. We are to receive the word of
the Lord in counsel and instruction, and gladly communicate it. There is now need of much
prayer. Christ commands, “Pray without ceasing;” that is, keep the mind uplifted to God,
the source of all power and efficiency. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 10}

We may have long followed the narrow path, but it is not safe to take this as proof that we shall
follow it to the end. If we have walked with God in fellowship of the Spirit, it is because we
have sought him daily by faith. From the two olive-trees, the golden oil flowing through the
golden pipes has been communicated to us. But those who do not cultivate the spirit and
habit of prayer cannot expect to receive the golden oil of goodness, patience, long-
suffering, gentleness, love. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 11}

Every one is to keep himself separate from the world, which is full of iniquity. We are not to
walk with God for a time, and then part from his company, and walk in the sparks of our own
kindling. There must be a firm continuance, a perseverance in acts of faith. We are to praise
God, to show forth his glory in a righteous character. No one of us will gain the victory without
persevering, untiring effort, proportionate to the value of the object which we seek, even
eternal life. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 12}

The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of
the Holy Spirit. Ask for his blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion. To us 1s
committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work of revealing Christ to those who are in
darkness. We are called to proclaim the special truths for this time. For all this the
outpouring of the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expects us to ask
him. We have not been whole hearted in this work. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 13}

What can I say to my brethren in the name of the Lord? What proportion of our efforts has
been made in accordance with the light the Lord has been pleased to give. We cannot depend
upon form or external machinery. What we need is the quickening influence of the Holy
Spirit of God. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”
Pray without ceasing, and watch by working in accordance with your prayers. As you
pray, believe, trust in God. It is the time of the latter rain, when the Lord will give largely
of his Spirit. Be fervent in prayer, and watch in the Spirit. — {RH March 2, 1897 Par. 14}



