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Ellen G. White
The Way to Christ

A Complete Sacrifice

The Way to Christ — A

The commandments of God are comprehensive and far
reaching; in a few words they unfold the whole duty of man.
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.... Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” In these words the length and
breadth, the depth and height, of the law of God is
comprehended; for Paul declares, “Love is the fulfilling of the
law.” The only definition we find in the Bible for sin is that
“sin is the transgression of the law.” The word of God
declares, “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
“There is none that doeth good, no, not one.” Many are
deceived concerning the condition of their hearts. They do
not realize that the natural heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked. They wrap themselves about with
their own righteousness, and are satisfied in reaching their
own human standard of character; but how fatally they fail
when they do not reach the divine standard, and of
themselves they cannot meet the requirements of God. {ST
December 5, 1892, par. 1}

We may measure ourselves by ourselves, we may compare
ourselves among ourselves, we may say we do as well as this
one or that one, but the question to which the judgment will call
for an answer is, Do we meet the claims of high heaven? Do

we reach the divine standard? Are our hearts in harmony with
the God of heaven? {ST December 5, 1892, par. 2}

The human family have all transgressed the law of God, and as
transgressors of the law, man is hopelessly ruined; for he is
the enemy of God, without strength to do any good thing.
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“The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Looking into the moral
mirror,—God’s holy law,—man sees himself a sinner, and is
convicted of his state of evil, his hopeless doom under the just
penalty of the law. But he has not been left in a state of hopeless
distress in which sin has plunged him; for it was to save the
transgressor from ruin that He who was equal with God offered
up his life on Calvary. “God so loved the world, that he gave his
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” {ST December 5, 1892, par. 3}

Jesus was the majesty of heaven, the beloved commander of
the angels, who delighted to do his pleasure. He was one with
God, “in the bosom of the Father,” yet he thought it not a
thing to be desired to be equal with God while man was lost
in sin and misery. He stepped down from his throne, he left
his crown and royal scepter, and clothed his divinity with
humanity. He humbled himself even to the death of the cross,
that man might be exalted to a seat with him upon his
throne. In him we have a complete offering, an infinite sacrifice,
a mighty saviour, who is able to save unto the uttermost all that
come unto God by him. In love he comes to reveal the Father, to
reconcile man to God, to make him a new creature renewed after
the image of Him who created him. {ST December 5, 1892, par.
4}

Jesus is our atoning sacrifice. We can make no atonement for
ourselves; but by faith we can accept the atonement that has
been made. “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” “Ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, ... but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” It was
through infinite sacrifice and inexpressible suffering that our
Redeemer placed redemption within our reach. He was in this
world unhonored and unknown, that, through his wonderful
condescension and humiliation, he might exalt man to receive
eternal honors and immortal joys in the heavenly courts.
During his thirty years of life on earth his heart was wrung with
inconceivable anguish. The path from the manger to Calvary was
shadowed by grief and sorrow. He was a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief, enduring such heartache as no human
language can portray. He could have said in truth, “Behold,
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.” Hating sin
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with a perfect hatred, he yet gathered to his soul the sins of
the whole world. Guiltless, he bore the punishment of the
guilty. Innocent, yet offering himself as a substitute for the
transgressor. The guilt of every sin pressed its weight upon
the divine soul of the world’s Redeemer. The evil thoughts, the
evil words, the evil deeds of every son and daughter of Adam,
called for retribution upon himself; for he had become man’s
substitute. Though the guilt of sin was not his, his spirit was torn
and bruised by the transgressions of men, and he who knew no
sin became sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him. {ST December 5, 1892, par. 5}

Voluntarily our divine substitute bared his soul to the sword of
justice, that we might not perish but have everlasting life. Said
Christ: “I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” No man of earth
or angel of heaven could have paid the penalty for sin. Jesus was
the only one who could save rebellious man. In him divinity
and humanity were combined, and this was what gave
efficiency to the offering on Calvary’s cross. At the cross
mercy and truth met together, righteousness and peace kissed
each other. {ST December 5, 1892, par. 6}

As the sinner looks upon the Saviour dying on Calvary, and
realizes that the sufferer is divine, he asks why this great
sacrifice was made, and the cross points to the holy law of God
which has been transgressed. The death of Christ is an
unanswerable argument as to the immutability and
righteousness of the law. In prophesying of Christ, Isaiah
says, “He will magnify the law, and make it honourable.”
The law has no power to pardon the evil doer. Its office is to
point out his defects, that he may realize his need of One who
is mighty to save, his need of One who will become his
substitute, his surety, his righteousness. Jesus meets the need
of the sinner; for he has taken upon him the sins of the
transgressor. “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” The Lord could
have cut off the sinner, and utterly destroyed him; but the
costlier plan was chosen. In his great love he provides hope for
the hopeless, giving his only-begotten Son to bear the sins of the
world. And since he has poured out all heaven in that one rich
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gift, he will withhold from man no needed aid that he may take
the cup of salvation, and become an heir of God, joint heir with
Christ. {ST December 5, 1892, par. 7}

Christ came to manifest the love of God to the world to draw the
hearts of all men to himself. He said, “And I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” The first step
toward salvation is to respond to the drawing of the love of
Christ. God sends message after message to men, entreating
them to repentance, that he may forgive, and write pardon
against their names. Shall there be no repentance? Shall his
appeals be unheeded? Shall his overtures of mercy be ignored,
and his love utterly rejected? Oh, then man will cut himself
off from the medium through which he may gain life eternal;
for God only pardons the penitent! By the manifestation of his
love, by the entreating of his spirit, he woos men to
repentance; for repentance is the gift of God, and whom he
pardons he first makes penitent. The sweetest joy comes to
man through his sincere repentance toward God for the
transgression of his law, and through faith in Christ as the
sinner’s Redeemer and Advocate. It is that men may understand
the joy of forgiveness, the peace of God, that Christ draws them
through the manifestation of his love. If they respond to his
drawing, yielding their hearts to his grace, he will lead them on
step by step, to a full knowledge of himself, and this is life
eternal. {ST December 5, 1892, par. 8}

But Satan will not permit a soul to escape from the captivity
of sin if by any means he can prevent it. Though all heaven
has been poured out in one rich gift—for when God gave his
Son, he gave the choicest gift of heaven, and the treasures of
heaven are at our command—yet to the repenting soul the
enemy will seek to represent God as stern and inexorable,
unwilling to pardon the transgressor. At different times letters
have come to me from persons who were in despair over their
sins. One and another have written: “I fear I am past all help.
Is there any hope for me?” To these poor souls the message
has been given: “Hope in God. The Father has bread enough
and to spare. Arise, and go to your Father. He will meet you
a great way off. He will give you his love and

compassion.” {ST December 5, 1892, par. 9}

When the enemy comes in like a flood, and seeks to overwhelm
you with the thought of your sin, tell him: “I know I am a
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sinner. If I were not, I could not go to the Saviour; for he
says, ‘I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance’. And because I am a sinner I am entitled to come
to Christ. I am sinful and polluted, but he suffered humiliation
and death, and exhausted the curse that belongs to me. I come. I
believe. I claim his sure promise, “Whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal life’.” {ST December 5, 1892,
par. 10}

Will such a plea made in contrition of soul be turned
away?—No, never. By the suffering and death of Christ is
proven his boundless love to man. He is willing and able to
save to the uttermost all that come unto God by him. {ST
December 5, 1892, par. 11}

Then as a little child, come to God, presenting yourself as
suppliant at his feet; for we need not ascend into the heavens to
bring Jesus down; nor into the earth to bring him up; for he is
ever near us. He says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; if
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” How willing is
Christ to take possession of the soul temple if we will let him!
He is represented as waiting and knocking at the door of the
heart. Then why does he not enter? It is because the love of
sin has closed the door of the heart. As soon as we consent to
give sin up, to acknowledge our guilt, the barrier is removed
between the soul and the Saviour. {ST December 5, 1892, par.
12}

Repentance and Confession

December 12, 1892
The Way to Christ — B

But in repenting of sin we need not go into a cell, as did
Luther, imposing penances upon ourselves to expiate our
iniquity, thinking by so doing to gain the favor of God. The
question is asked: “Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He
hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?”” The Psalmist says, “A broken and a
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contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” John writes, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”
The only reason that we have not remission of sin is that we have
not acknowledged to him whom we have wounded by our
transgressions, whom we have pierced by our sins, that we are at
fault, and in need of mercy. The confession that is the
outpouring of the inmost soul will find its way to the heart of
infinite pity; for the Lord is nigh unto him that is of a broken
heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. {ST December
12, 1892, par. 1}

How mistaken are those who imagine that confession of sin
will detract from their dignity, and lessen their influence
among their fellow-men. Clinging to this erroneous idea,
though seeing their faults, many fail to confess them, but
rather pass by the wrongs they have done others, so
embittering their own lives, and shadowing the lives of
others. It will not hurt your dignity to confess your sins.
Away with this false dignity. Fall on the Rock and be broken,
and Christ will give you the true and heavenly dignity. Let
not pride, self-esteem, or self-righteousness keep anyone
from confessing his sin, that he may claim the promise. “He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Keep nothing back from
God, and neglect not the confession of your faults to your
brethren. “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed.” Many a sin is left unconfessed
to confront the sinner in the day of final account; better far
to confront your sins now, to confess them and put them
away, while the atoning Sacrifice pleads in your behalf. Do
not fail to learn the will of God on this subject. The health of
your soul and the salvation of others depends upon the
course you pursue in this matter. “Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in
due time; casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”
The humble and broken heart can appreciate something of the
love of God and the cross of Calvary. Ample will be the
blessing experienced by him who meets the condition by
which he may become a partaker of the favor of God. {ST
December 12, 1892, par. 2}

We are to surrender our hearts to God, that he may renew and
sanctify us, and fit us for his heavenly court. We are not to wait
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for some special time, but today we are to give ourselves to
him, refusing to be the servants of sin. Do you imagine you
can leave off sin a little at a time? Oh, leave the accursed
thing at once! Hate the things that Christ hates, love the
things that Christ loves. Has he not by his death and suffering
made provision for your cleansing from sin? When we begin to
realize that we are sinners, and fall on the rock to be broken,
the everlasting arms are placed about us, and we are brought
close to the heart of Jesus. Then we shall be charmed with his
loveliness, and disgusted with our own righteousness. We
need to come close to the foot of the cross. The more we
humble ourselves there, the more exalted will God’s love
appear. The grace and righteousness of Christ will not avail for
him who feels whole, for him who thinks he is reasonably good,
who is contented with his own condition. There is no room for
Christ in the heart of him who does not realize his need of
divine light and aid. {ST December 12, 1892, par. 3}

Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” There is fullness of grace in God, and we
may have his spirit and power in large measure. Do not feed
on the husks of self-righteousness, but go to the Lord. He has the
best robe to put upon you, and his arms are open to receive.
Christ will say, “Take away the filthy garments from him, and
clothe him with a change of raiment.” {ST December 12, 1892,
par. 4}

But shall we wait till we feel that we are cleansed?—No;
Christ has promised that “if we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” You are proved of God through the word
of God. You are not to wait for wonderful emotions before
you believe that God has heard you; feeling is not to be your
criterion, for emotions are as changeable as the clouds. You
must have something solid for the foundation of your faith. The
word of the Lord is a word of infinite power, upon which you
may rely, and he has said, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” Look to
Calvary. Has not Jesus said that he is your advocate? Has he not
said that if you ask anything in his name you shall receive? You
are not to depend on your own goodness or good works. You are
to come depending upon the Sun of Righteousness, believing
that Christ has taken away your sins and imputed to you his
righteousness. {ST December 12, 1892, par. 5}
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You are to come to God as a repenting sinner, through the
name of Jesus, the divine Advocate, to a merciful, forgiving
Father, believing that he will do just as he has promised. Let
those who desire the blessing of God knock, and wait at the
throne of mercy, with firm assurance, saying, “For thou, O
Lord, hast said, For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he
that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.” The Lord longs to have those who seek after God
believe in him who is able to do all things. The Lord has sought
to show us how ready is God to hear and answer our request by
the use of a most familiar and commonplace occurrence. He
said: “What man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will
he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he give him a
serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask him?” Christ made an
appeal to us concerning the willingness of God to help, arguing
from the natural love of the parent to his offspring. What father
could turn from his son who asks bread? Should anyone
dishonor God by imagining that he will not respond to the call of
his children? Would we think a parent capable of trifling with his
child, and tantalizing him by raising his expectation only to
disappoint him? Will a father promise to give good and
nourishing food to his child and then give him a stone? If ye
then, being human and evil, give good gifts to your children,
how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good
things to them that ask him? The Lord assures those that ask him
that he will give them the Holy Spirit. {ST December 12, 1892,
par. 6}

With the confession of the repenting, believing sinner, Christ
mingles his own righteousness, that the prayer of fallen man
may go up as fragrant incense before the Father, and the
grace of God be imparted to the believing soul. Jesus says, to
the trembling, repenting soul: “Let him take hold of my
strength that he may make peace with me; and he shall make
peace with me.” “Come now, and let us reason together, saith
the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
Will you let him reason with you? Will you commit to him the
keeping of your soul as unto a faithful Creator? Come then, and
let us live in the light of his countenance, and pray, as did David,
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“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and |
shall be whiter than snow.” By faith apply the blood of Christ
to your heart, for that alone can make you whiter than snow.
But you say, “This surrender of all my idols will break my
heart.” This giving up of all for God is represented by your
falling upon the Rock and being broken. Then give up all for
him; for unless you are broken, you are worthless. When you
turn away from the broken cisterns that can hold no water, and in
the name of Jesus your Advocate come directly to God,
asking for the things you need, the righteousness of Christ
will be revealed as your righteousness, the virtue of Christ as
your virtue. You will then understand that justification will
come alone through faith in Christ; for in Jesus is revealed the
perfection of the character of God; in his life is manifested the
outworking of the principles of holiness. Through the atoning
blood of Christ the sinner is set free from bondage and
condemnation; through the perfection of the sinless Substitute
and Surety, he may run in the race of humble obedience to all
God’s commandments. Without Christ he is under the
condemnation of the law, always a sinner, but through faith in
Christ he 1s made just before God. {ST December 12, 1892, par.
7

Saving Faith

December 19, 1892
The Way to Christ — C

It is impossible for man to save himself. He may deceive himself
in regard to this matter, but he cannot save himself. Christ’s
righteousness alone can avail for his salvation, and this is the gift
of God. This is the wedding garment in which you may appear as
[a] welcome guest at the marriage supper of the Lamb. Let faith
take hold of Christ without delay, and you will be a new creature
in Jesus, a light to the world. {ST December 19, 1892, par. 1}

Christ is called “the Lord our righteousness,” and through
faith each one should say, “The Lord my righteousness.”
When faith lays hold upon this gift of God, the praise of God
will be upon our lips, and we shall be able to say to others,
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
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world.” We shall then be able to tell the lost concerning the plan
of salvation,—that while the world was lying under the curse of
sin, the Lord presented terms of mercy to the fallen and hopeless
sinner, and revealed the value and meaning of his grace. Grace
is unmerited favor. The angels, who know nothing of sin, do
not understand what it is to have grace exercised toward them;
but our sinfulness calls for the exercise of grace from a merciful
God. It was grace that sent our Saviour to seek us as wanderers
and bring us back to the fold. {ST December 19, 1892, par. 2}

Have you a sense of want in your soul? Do you hunger and
thirst after righteousness? Then this is an evidence that
Christ has wrought upon your heart, and created this sense
of need, in order that he may be sought after to do those
things for you through the endowment of his Holy Spirit
which it is impossible for you to do for yourself. The Lord
specifies no conditions except that you hunger for his mercy,
desiring his counsel, and long for his love. “Ask!” The asking
makes it manifest that you realize your necessity, and if you
ask in faith, you will receive. The Lord has pledged his word,
and it cannot fail. That you feel and know that you are a
sinner is sufficient argument in asking for his mercy and
compassion. The condition upon which you may come to God
is not that you shall be holy, but that you shall ask God to
cleanse you from all sin and purify you from all iniquity.
Then why wait longer? Why not take God at his word, and
say:— {ST December 19, 1892, par. 3}

Here, Lord, I give myself to thee,
*Tis all that I can do? {ST December 19, 1892, par. 4}

If Satan comes to cast his shadow between you and God,
accusing you of sin, tempting you to distrust God and doubt his
mercy, say: I cannot allow my weakness to come between me
and God; for he is my strength. My sins, which are many, are
laid upon Jesus, my divine Substitute and Sacrifice. {ST
December 19, 1892, par. 5}

“Nothing in my hand I bring.

Simply to thy cross I cling.” {ST December 19, 1892, par. 6}
No man can look within himself and find anything in his
character that will recommend him to God, or make his

acceptance sure. It is only through Jesus, whom the Father
gave for the life of the world, that the sinner may find access
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to God. Jesus alone is our Redeemer, our Advocate and
Mediator; in him is our only hope for pardon, peace, and
righteousness. It is by virtue of the blood of Christ that the sin-
stricken soul can be restored to soundness. Christ is the
fragrance, the holy incense which makes your petition acceptable
to the Father. Then can you not say:— {ST December 19, 1892,
par. 7}

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me,

And that thou bid’st me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come. {ST December 19, 1892, par. 8}

Coming to Christ does not require severe mental effort and
agony; it is simply accepting the terms of salvation that God
has made plain in his word. The blessing is free to all. The
invitation is, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore
do you spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour
for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat
ye that which 1s good, and let your soul delight itself in

fatness.” {ST December 19, 1892, par. 9}

Then come, and seek, and find. The reservoir of power is
open, is full and free. Come with humble hearts, not thinking
that you must do some good work to merit the favor of God,
or that you must make yourself better before you can come
to Christ. You are powerless to do good, and cannot better
your condition. Apart from Christ we have no merit, no
righteousness. Our sinfulness, our weakness, our human
imperfection make it impossible that we should appear
before God unless we are clothed in Christ’s spotless
righteousness. We are to be found in him not having our own
righteousness, but the righteousness which is in Christ. Then in
the name that is above every name, the only name given among
men whereby men can be saved, claim the promise of God,
saying, “Lord, forgive my sin; I put my hands into thy hand
for help, and I must have it, or perish. I now believe.” The
Saviour says to the repenting sinner, “No man cometh unto the
Father but by me, and him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out.” “I am thy salvation.” {ST December 19, 1892, par. 10}

When you respond to the drawing of Christ, and join
yourself to him, you manifest saving faith. To talk of
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religious things in a casual way, to pray for spiritual
blessings without real soul hunger and living faith, avails
little. The wondering crowd that pressed close about Jesus
realized no accession of vital power from the contact. But
when the poor, suffering woman, who for twelve years had been
an invalid, in her great need put forth her hand and touched the
hem of his garment, she felt the healing virtue. Hers was the
touch of faith, and Christ recognized that touch. He knew that
virtue had gone out from him, and turning about in the throng, he
asked, “Who touched me?” Surprised at such a question, the
disciples answered, “Master, the multitude throng thee, and
sayest thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath
touched me; for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me. And
when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling,
and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all
the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was
healed immediately; and he said unto her, Daughter, be of good
comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.” The faith
which avails to bring us in vital contact with Christ expresses
on our part supreme preference, perfect reliance, entire
consecration. This faith works by love and purifies the soul. It
works in the life of the follower of Christ true obedience to
God’s commandments; for love to God and love to man will be
the result of vital connection with Christ. “If any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” {ST December 19, 1892,
par. 11}

Jesus says, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” Can we
conceive of a more intimate relation than this implies? The
fibers of the branch are identical with those of the vine. The
communication of life, strength, and nourishment from the
trunk to the branches is unobstructed and constant. The root
sends its nourishment through the branches. Such is the
believer’s relation to Christ, if he abides in Christ and draws
his nourishment from Him. But this spiritual relation
between Christ and the soul can be established only through
the exercise of personal faith. “Without faith it is impossible to
please him;” for it is faith that connects us with the power of
heaven, and brings us strength for coping with the powers of
darkness. “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith.” Faith familiarizes the soul with the existence and
presence of God, and, living with an eye single to the glory of
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God, more and more we discern the beauty of his character,
the excellence of his grace. Our souls become strong in spiritual
power; for we are breathing the atmosphere of heaven, and
realizing that God is at our right hand, that we shall not be
moved. We are rising above the world, beholding him who is the
chief among ten thousand, the one altogether lovely, and by
beholding we are to become changed into his image. {ST
December 19, 1892, par. 12}

Transformation

December 26, 1892
The Way to Christ — D

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” Nothing but
divine power can regenerate the human heart and imbue
souls with the love of Christ, which will ever manifest itself
with love for those for whom he died. The fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance. When a man is converted to God, a new moral
taste is supplied, a new motive power is given, and he loves
the things that God loves; for his life is bound up by the golden
chain of the immutable promises to the life of Jesus. Love, joy,
peace, and inexpressible gratitude will pervade the soul, and the
language of him who is blessed will be, “Thy gentleness hath
made me great.” {ST December 26, 1892, par. 1}

But those who are waiting to behold a magical change in
their characters without determined effort on their part to
overcome sin, will be disappointed. We have no reason to
fear while looking to Jesus, no reason to doubt but that he is
able to save to the uttermost all that come unto him; but we
may constantly fear lest our old nature will again obtain the
supremacy, that the enemy shall devise some snare whereby
we shall again become his captives. We are to work out our
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh
in you to will and to do of his good pleasure. With our limited
powers we are to be as holy in our sphere as God is holy in
his sphere. To the extent of our ability, we are to make manifest
the truth and love and excellence of the divine character. As wax
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takes the impression of the seal, so the soul is to take the
impression of the Spirit of God and retain the image of
Christ. {ST December 26, 1892, par. 2}

We are to grow daily in spiritual loveliness. We shall fail often
in our efforts to copy the divine pattern. We shall often have
to bow down to weep at the feet of Jesus, because of our
shortcomings and mistakes; but we are not to be
discouraged; we are to pray more fervently, believe more
fully, and try again with more steadfastness to grow into the
likeness of our Lord. As we distrust our own power, we shall
trust the power of our Redeemer, and render praise to God, who
1s the health of our countenance, and our God. {ST December
26, 1892, par. 3}

Wherever there is union with Christ there is love. Whatever
other fruits we may bear, if love be missing, they profit nothing.
Love to God and our neighbor is the very essence of our religion.
No one can love Christ and not love his children. When we are
united to Christ, we have the mind of Christ. Purity and love
shine forth in the character, meekness and truth control the
life. The very expression of the countenance is changed.
Christ abiding in the soul exerts a transforming power, and
the outward aspect bears witness to the peace and joy that
reign within. We drink in the love of Christ, as the branch draws
nourishment from the vine. If we are grafted in Christ, if fiber by
fiber we have been united with the Living Vine, we shall give
evidence of the fact by bearing rich clusters of living fruit. If we
are connected with the Light, we shall be channels of light, and
in our words and works we shall reflect light to the world. Those
who are truly Christians are bound with the chain of love which
links earth to heaven, which binds finite man to the infinite God.
The light that shines in the face of Jesus Christ shines in the
hearts of his followers, to the glory of God. {ST December 26,
1892, par. 4}

By beholding we are to become changed; and as we meditate
upon the perfections of the divine Model, we shall desire to
become wholly transformed, and renewed in the image of his
purity. It is by faith in the Son of God that transformation takes
place in the character, and the child of wrath becomes the child
of God. He passes from death unto life; he becomes spiritual and
discerns spiritual things. The wisdom of God enlightens his
mind, and he beholds wondrous things out of his law. As a
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man is converted by the truth, the work of transformation of
character goes on. He has an increased measure of
understanding. In becoming a man of obedience to God, he
has the mind of Christ, and the will of God becomes his

will. {ST December 26, 1892, par. 5}

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the
Spirit of God, will find that his mind expands and develops. He
obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-sided
and deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which
results in symmetry and completeness. Weaknesses that have
been manifested in a vacillating will and powerless character,
are overcome, for continual devotion and piety bring the
man in such close relation to Christ that he has the mind of
Christ. He is one with Christ, having soundness and strength
of principle. His perception is clear, and he manifests that
wisdom which comes from God. Says James, “Who is a wise
man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out
of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.”
“The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of
righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.” This
will be the wisdom manifested by him who takes the cup of
salvation and calls upon the name of the Lord. This salvation,
which offers pardon to the transgressor, presents to him the
righteousness that will bear the scrutiny of the omniscient One,
gives victory over the powerful enemy of God and man, provides
eternal life and joy for its receiver, and may well be a theme of
rejoicing to the humble, who hear thereof and are glad. {ST
December 26, 1892, par. 6}

The beautiful parable that Christ gave of the one lost sheep, of
the shepherd that left the ninety and nine to go in search of that
which was lost, illustrates the work of Christ, the sinner’s
condition, and the rejoicing of the universe over the salvation of
the soul. The shepherd did not look carelessly over the sheep,
and say, “I have ninety and nine, and it will cost me too much
trouble to go in search of the straying one, let him come back,
and I will open the door of the sheepfold that he may come in;
but I cannot go after him.” No; no sooner does the sheep go
astray than the countenance of the shepherd is filled with
grief and anxiety. He counts and recounts the flock, and
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when he is certain that one sheep is lost, he slumbers not. He
leaves the ninety and nine within the fold, and, however dark
and tempestuous the night, however perilous and unpleasant
the way, however long and tedious the service, he does not
weary, he does not falter, until the lost is found. And when it
is found, he lays the weary, exhausted sheep on his shoulder,
and, with cheerful gratitude that his search has not been in vain,
he bears back the wanderer to the fold. His gratitude finds
expression in the melodious songs of rejoicing, and he calls upon
his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, “Rejoice with me;
for I have found my sheep which was lost.” So when a wanderer
1s found by the great Shepherd of the sheep, heavenly angels
respond to the Shepherd’s note of joy. When the lost is found,
heaven and earth unite in thanksgiving and rejoicing. “Joy shall
be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over

ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.” {ST
December 26, 1892, par. 7}

Notes

This discussion document was developed by Path2Prayer Ministries.
Find more resources on this topic at discipleheart.com. Write us via
discipleheart@protonmail.com. Support us through your prayers,
posting a link on your website and letting others know about
discipleheart.com.
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