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The “Eternal” Three
&
Our God is One!

A Bible Study on the Eternal Godhead


Compiled by Dan Augsburger


Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV) “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!”


This is the fourth and final segment of a four-part  annotated Bible Study on the Godhead. In this study we consider Scriptures where the Three Members of the Godhead are found in the same verse, and the Godhead of Deuteronomy 6:4
Introduction
This final segment of the four-part Bible study on the Godhead looks at various passages where the “Three” are listed together, establishing the presence and joint activity of  three separate entities in the Godhead, as well as the Godhead found in Deuteronomy 6:4. The concept of three distinct Persons and “Our God is One” is completely compatible.
In this study we will first look at the Three Members of the Godhead, follow with the “Three” in the writings of Ellen White, and finally, but certainly not least! look at the Godhead as portrayed in Deuteronomy 6:4. We will learn some wonderful things in this segment.
We go forward with the understanding that there is much that we cannot understand: “Let human beings consider that by all their searching they can never interpret God. When the redeemed shall be pure and clean to come into His presence, they will understand that all that has reverence to the eternal God, the unapproachable God, cannot be represented in figures.” Ellen White, Manuscript 223 1902.17.
Please also understand that I intend no lack of reverence by referring to the distinct Members of the Godhead as the “Eternal  Three” or the “Three” in these studies.  As you will soon discover, there are so many references to the “Three” attached to other descriptors in the writings of Ellen White—“Three great and glorious heavenly characters” for example—that the “Three” is expressed with great joy and fervent appreciation to the members of the Godhead who have done and do so much for all of us.
I pray you will better understand the Godhead as a result of the time spent considering the subject.
Please understand this is a work in progress. The booklets were put together very quickly and there will be mistakes. So... Please don’t share every where. There will be a perfected version! I would love feedback on improvements needed. 
Do you have questions? Please write:discipleheart@protonmail.com or call 269 471 5415. You can also find more information on the Godhead at my website discipleheart.com. There are more than 600 pages of resources there on a wide variety of subjects. Please also write me if you would like to receive more information on the subject directly, interested in the compilation when it becomes available or have other questions.
Dan Augsburger
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The Bible Study 
We are stepping on holy ground!
Romans 11:33 “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”
Romans 11:36 “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.”
Job 38:16 “Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?”
Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
There are three persons in the Eternal Godhead
Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”
Our God is One
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV) “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!”
Though this only comes in the final study, this is one of the most important topics we can look at. Before we consider “Our God is One” we will consider where the Eternal “Three are mentioned together in the Scriptures as well as the writings of Ellen White. The evidence is compelling for Three Distinct Persons in the Eternal Godhead. Then we will look at “Our God is One” and consider why the portrayal of the “One” aspect is so important to our overall understanding of the Godhead and why we can legitimately speak one “True God” without losing the distinct “Three.”
The “Three” in the Scriptures
There are clear references to the “Three” in the Old Testament. 
Psalms 45:6-7 “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”
Compare
Hebrews 1:8-9 “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”
Isaiah 34:16 “Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them.”
Isaiah 42:1 “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.”
Isaiah 48:16-17 “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me. 17 Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.”
Isaiah 61:1 “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.”
Isaiah 63:7-14 “I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. 8 For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour. 9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them. 11 Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him? 12 That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name? 13 That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they should not stumble? 14 As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.”
There are numerous references to the “Three” in the New Testament. 
Luke 1:31-32 “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:” 
Luke 2:25-28 “And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,”
Luke 3:21-22 “Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.”
Matthew 3:16-17 “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
John 3:33-35 “He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. 34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.”
John 14:16 “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;”
John 14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”
John 15:26 “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:”
John 20:20-22 “And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:”
Acts 2:38-39 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”
Acts 10:38 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”
Romans 8:16-17 “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
1 Corinthians 12:3-6 “Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.”
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 “Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”
2 Corinthians 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.”
Galatians 6:8, 14-15 “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. … 14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
Ephesians 2:18 “For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”
Ephesians 4:4-6 “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
Ephesians 5:18-20 “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;”
1 Thessalonians 5:18-19 “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 19 Quench not the Spirit.”
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Hebrews 9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
1 Peter 1:2 “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”
Jude 1:20-21 “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.”
The “Three” in the Writings of Ellen White
Introduction
Because the evidence of the “Three” in the writings of Ellen White is so compelling, I will share quotes to reveal the many ways that she referred to the “Three.” In studying about the “Three” relative to baptism brings an understanding of a covenantal service with all three members of the Godhead present. Your view of baptism will be exceedingly more blessed! 
Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”
The “Three” are carefully defined.
“Christ gave His followers a positive promise that after His ascension He would send them His Spirit. “Go ye therefore,” He said, “and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father (a personal God), and of the Son (a personal Prince and Saviour), and of the Holy Ghost (sent from heaven to represent Christ); teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” {Ms70a-1897
The Godhead—the “Three”—worked together on the plan of redemption.
“The Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—were working in behalf of man. Every power in the heavenly universe was put into activity to carry forward the plan of redemption. {Ms47-1901.6}
The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption. In order to fully carry out this plan, it was decided that Christ, the only begotten Son of God, should give Himself an offering for sin. What line can measure the depth of this love?” {Lt12-1901.10}
“Christ came to this world and stood before men with the hoarded love of eternity. The whole ocean of divine love was flowing forth from its great center. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were working in behalf of man. Every power in the heavenly universe was put into activity to carry forward the plan of redemption. The cross of Calvary was erected, and while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. The Just suffered for the unjust, that He might become the justifier of all who believe in Him. He took human nature upon himself, that He might be a partaker with us in all our temptations. He clothed His divinity with humanity, that by enduring the agony of the cross, He might make His soul an offering for sin.”{RH January 7, 1902, Art. A, par. 7}
“The three representative powers of the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, were pledged to carry out God’s plan for the salvation of the lost race. Thus fully did the Lord engage the heavenly universe in the work of redemption. How few understand and appreciate this infinite sacrifice!” {Ms139-1907.10}
The “Three” will be worshipped in heaven.
“As the saints in the kingdom of God are accepted in the beloved, they hear: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” [Matthew 25:34.] And then the golden harps are touched, and the music flows all through the heavenly host, and they fall down and worship the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Ms139-1906.32
The Eternal Godhead support the human agent.
“The work of salvation is not a small matter, but so vast that the highest authorities are taken hold of by the expressed faith of the human agency. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the eternal Godhead is involved in the action required to make assurance to the human agent to unite all heaven to contribute to the exercise of human faculties to reach and embrace the fulness of the threefold powers to unite in the great work appointed, confederating the heavenly powers with the human, that men may become, through heavenly efficiency, partakers of the divine nature and workers together with Christ.” {Ms45-1904.16}
“How many will today pledge themselves to serve God with heart and mind and strength? Do you not want God and Christ and the Holy Spirit to co-operate with you? They are pledged to do this if you will keep your covenant with God. Will you not seek the Lord more earnestly than ever before? I ask those who will promise to do this to stand on their feet and show that they pledge themselves, by the help of God, to obey the principles of truth. (The whole congregation arose.)” {Ms50-1904.45}
The “Three” are referenced when speaking of neglecting the work.
“To neglect this work is to insult Jehovah, to grieve the Holy Spirit, and to prove disloyal to Christ.” { RH July 18, 1899, Art. A, par. 7 }
Uniting with the three divine instrumentalities brings wisdom from above.
“Those who unite with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who show by their lives that they are no longer following the course they followed before they united with these divine instrumentalities, will receive wisdom from above. ” {Ms11-1901.8}
We are to cooperate with the three highest powers of heaven.
“Keep yourselves where the three great powers of heaven—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—can be your efficiency. These powers work with the man who gives himself unreservedly to God, heart and soul, and mind and strength. “If a man love me,” Christ said, “he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him.” And He said again, “I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him.” His power is at the command of His believing ones. The man who makes God his trust is barricaded by an impregnable wall.” {Lt102-1903.11}
“We are to co-operate with the three highest powers in heaven—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these powers will work through us, making us workers together with God.” {Lt253a-1903.18}
The “Three” are often listed in the same sentence.
“Let an abiding Christ live in the soul, and we shall show far greater wisdom then we have done. We shall know more of God and of Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit which opens the door for us to advance. We need to manifest the Spirit of Christ. If we have not received all we should have had, shall we now say, “Pay me that thou owest?” It is the Lord’s, and we will say, “Return to God His own.” {Lt43-1899.49}
“We are to be engaged in gospel missionary work. We are brought into connection with God, who is the God of all comfort; into fellowship with the Son, who is our Redeemer and the consolation of Israel; and into communion with the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. All we have is the Lord’s, and when He asks an appropriation of His means to advance His work, we are to be glad to have that means to invest to reproduce still more means—through souls being converted, their purse being converted, and soul, body, and property laid upon the altar.” {Ms185-1898.23}
The “Three” are referred to as dignitaries.
“We are to “hold fast” and live up to all the light we receive from heaven. Why? Because God wants us to grasp the eternal truth, and act as His helping hand by communicating the light to those who are not acquainted with His love for them. When you gave yourself to Christ, you made a pledge in the presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—the three great personal dignitaries of heaven. “Hold fast” to this pledge.” {Ms92-1901.5}
“Christ tells them they were to fight in fellowship with all the children of light; that satanic agencies would combine their forces to extinguish the light of the life of Christ out of their ranks. But they were not left to fight the battles in their own human strength; that the angelic host coming as ministers of God would be in that battle, and also there would be the eternal heavenly dignitaries—God, and Christ, and the Holy Spirit—arming them with more than mortal energy, and [who] would advance with them to the work, and convince the world of sin.”{Ms130-1901.52}
The “Three” are mentioned when Christ promised the help of the Holy Spirit.
“Christ promised His disciples that He would send them the Holy Spirit, who would bring all these things to their remembrance. “The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” {Ms15-1898.10} 
“What a salvation is revealed in the covenant by which God promised to be our Father, His <only begotten> Son our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Comforter, Counsellor, and Sanctifier. Upon no lower ground than this is it safe for us to place our feet.” {Ms15-1898.20}
The “Three” provide power to overcome. 
“Our sanctification is the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is the fulfilment of the covenant that God has made with those who bind themselves up with Him, to stand with Him, with His Son, and with His Spirit in holy fellowship. Have you been born again? Have you become a new being in Christ Jesus? Then co-operate with the three great powers of heaven who are working in your behalf. Doing this you will reveal to the world the principles of righteousness.” {ST June 19, 1901, par. 4}
“I beseech those who claim to believe that Jesus has died for them, those who have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to come to Christ, believing that He will give them power to resist the enemy. If by our compassion and generosity, by our kind, tender words, we manifested His sweet Spirit, His righteousness, we should truly be lights in the world.” {Ms102-1901.9}
“No requirement is laid upon man that Christ has not obeyed. We can overcome as He overcame, if we will avail ourselves of the help of the three great powers of heaven, who are waiting to answer the demand made upon them by God’s people for power to defeat satanic agencies.” {Ms181-1905.10}
“The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three holy dignitaries of heaven, have declared that they will strengthen men to overcome the powers of darkness. All the facilities of heaven are pledged to those who by their baptismal vows have entered into a covenant with God.” {Ms92-1901.26}
The “Three” long for channels to communicate through.
“The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are seeking and longing for channels through which to communicate the divine principles of truth to the world.” {Lt43-1901.8}
The three highest authorities in the universe call persons teaching the commandments great.
“‘Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven (by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost): but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great (by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost) in the kingdom of heaven.’ The three highest authorities in the universe, with all the heavenly family, shall call great, in the fullest sense of the term, those who do and teach the commandments of our heavenly Father.” {Ms129-1907.28}
The three members of the Godhead cooperated in bringing our salvation.
“The condescension of the highest powers of heaven to unite as co-workers in the great field opening before us in our world in evangelical enterprises, does not abate one jot or one tittle from His prerogatives as Jehovah. Through the infinite sacrifice of God’s only begotten Son, His gift to the world to pay the ransom for man, we are placed on vantage ground. Through His imputed merits alone can man become as Paul expressed it a laborer together with God. “Ye are God’s husbandry,” he said, “Ye are God’s building.” [1 Corinthians 3:9.] Under the Spirit’s working we are to bear fruit to God’s glory, as the ground when cultivated yields its fruits. ‘Ye are God’s building.’” {Lt20-1899.6}
“After the believing soul has received the ordinance of baptism, he is to bear in mind that he is dedicated to God, to Christ, and to the Holy Spirit. These three all co-operate in the great work of the covenant made by baptism in the sight of the heavenly universe. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit receive the believing soul into covenant relation with God.” {Ms56-1900.26}
The “Three” were present at Christ’s baptism.
Luke 3:21-22 “Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.”
“Christ’s prayer cleaves through the hellish shadow of Satan and enters heaven. And from the Father comes the representation of a dove of burnished gold, which is the Holy Spirit of God, and settles and enshrouds Christ, and they hear the voice saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” [Matthew 3:16, 17.] You read this over and over again in a careless manner; but it means everything to you and me. God has accepted Him as our representative and head.” {Ms17-1893.7}
There are numerous statements that have to do with baptism. 
“The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, powers infinite and omniscient, receive those who truly enter into covenant relation with God. They are present at every baptism, to receive the candidates who have renounced the world and have received Christ into the soul temple. These candidates have entered into the family of God, and their names are inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life.” {Ms27a-1900.10}1
White, Manuscript 95, 1906 is an especially important document to read about baptism in light of the “Three Great Worthies of Heaven” (a variant of the Eternal Three found in that document)..
“After the believing soul has received the ordinance of baptism, he is to bear in mind that he is dedicated to God, to Christ, and to the Holy Spirit. These three all co-operate in the great work of the covenant made by baptism in the sight of the heavenly universe. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit receive the believing soul into covenant relation with God.” {Ms56-1900.26}
“Let every soul be careful how he shall conduct himself after he has made his profession before many witnesses. Who are these witnesses? The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and all the heavenly universe are witnesses of that burial in the water in the likeness of Christ’s death. Those who have been truly converted have been buried with Christ in the likeness of His death, and raised from the watery grave in the likeness of His resurrection, to walk in newness of life. By faithful obedience to the truth these are to make their calling and election sure.” Ms57-1900.21
“At the baptismal ceremony we virtually take a most solemn oath in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, that henceforth our lives will be merged into the life of these three great individual Agencies; that the life we now live in the flesh we will live in faithful obedience to God’s sacred and holy law, keeping all His statutes and His commandments; that we will live in newness of life as men and women having a new birth unto God.”{Ms68-1900.12}
More titles for the “Three.” 
Here are additional words using “Three” referring to the Godhead. This is not an complete list.
“Three highest powers in the universe,” 
“Three great heavenly powers,” 
“Three great Worthies in heaven,” 
“Three mighty powers,” 
“Three great infinite powers,” 
“Eternal heavenly dignitaries”
“Three great and glorious heavenly characters”
“Three great authorities of heaven”
“Three great personal dignitaries of heaven”
“Three highest authorities in the universe”
“Three highest authorities of the heavenly courts”
“Three holiest beings in heaven”
“Three living persons of the heavenly trio”
“Three representative powers of the Godhead”
“The Lord Our God is One” 
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV) “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!”
Introduction 
The Bible also refers to God as “One.” The “Three” and “One” are perfectly compatible, with some understanding of the underlying Hebrew words and concepts. Because there is misunderstanding over the “One” and an effort to negate the “Three” in some quarters, clearly establishing the “Three” will make the task of understanding the “One” easier. 
Our God is One 
Deuteronomy 6:4 (NKJV) “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one (ʼechâd)!”
The Bible refers to God as “One.” Understanding the “One” idea is exceedingly important in understanding the Godhead.
Scriptures speaking of “one” God.
Deuteronomy 4:39 “Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the LORD he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there is none else.”
Exodus 15:11 “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?”
• What does the “One” mean? 
The “One” of Deuteronomy 6:4—ʼechâd means uniqueness and unity—a unity in diversity of numerous persons—such as is found in the marriage relationship between a husband and wife or group of people have come together for a common purpose. The is another form of “one”— yâchîyd—that refers to an only son or child (Prov 4:3; Zech 12:10).2
There are two words for “one” in Hebrew: ʼechâd and yâchîyd. ʼEchâd refers to the unity in diversity between a man and wife, or the unity in diversity of a group of people who are linked together for some reason (Gen 2:24; 11:6; Judges 20:11; Ezek 37:19). Yâchîyd refers to uniqueness, as in an only son or an only child (Prov 4:3; Zech 12:10). For a more complete discussion see Norman Gulley, “Trinity in the Old Testament,” Journal of the Adventist Theological Society, 17:1 (Spring 2006) Trinity Issue. The authors of Trinity have a very helpful definition as well: a “oneness that results from a unity of numerous persons.” Find a more complete discussion in Woodrow Whidden Jerry Moon, John W. Reeve, The Trinity: Understanding God’s Love, His Plan of Salvation and Christian Relationships (Hagerstown: Review and Herald, 2002), 34. 
Other verses with ʼechâd.
Genesis 2:24 “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”
Judges 20:11 “So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as one man.”
Verses with yâchîyd
Proverbs 4:3 (NKJV) 3 “When I was my father’s son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother,”
Zechariah 12:10 “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”
• Why is knowing about “Our God is One” so important?
It speaks to the core of what the Godhead is all about: a unity that is so perfect that it can be correctly expressed in the singular! It also speaks of the three-fold nature of Christ’s mission: perfect representation of the Father, perfect sacrifice, perfect example.3
“Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father—one in nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God.” White, Patriarchs and Prophets, 34.1. “when He comes the second time, divinity is no longer concealed. He comes as one equal with God, as His own beloved Son, Prince of heaven and earth. He is also the Redeemer of His people, the Lifegiver. The glory of the Father and the Son are seen to be one. His claim to being one with the Father is now substantiated. His glory is the glory of the Son, and the glory of God. Then shall He shine forth before His ancients gloriously.” White, Letter 90, 1898.26.  [italics] “It was Christ who spoke the law from Mount Sinai. The authority by which He spoke was expressly His own; yet it was the authority of the Father also. The Son of God cannot be separated from His Father. The law of God is the express character of the Father and the Son. He placed Himself on a line with the eternal throne, so that its glory was shed in clear rays directly upon Him and was by Him reflected back, mingled with the luster of His own greatness.” White, Manuscript, 58, 1900.33.
John 10:30 “I and my Father are one.”
John 17:21-22 21 “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:”
John 14:9 “Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?”
What is the practical application of the unity between the Father and the Son?
1 Corinthians 1:10 “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
Romans 12:5 “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”4
“How earnestly the Saviour prayed that His disciples might be one with Him as He was one with the Father. But the unity that is to exist between Christ and His followers does not destroy the personality of either. They are to be one with Him as He is one with the Father. By this unity they are to make it plain to the world that God sent His Son to save sinners. The oneness of Christ’s followers with Him is to be the great, unmistakable proof that God did indeed send His Son into the world to save sinners.” White, Manuscript 58, 1905.14.
The Plurals of the Godhead
Introductory Thoughts
These are not considered plurals of majesty since the Scriptures have no evidence of King expressing such a thing, but they are weak links in the argument for the Three Person Godhead, since they are based on ʼĕlôhîym, which can describe a wide variety of persons and God.
The “Us” Scriptures
Genesis 1:26a “And God said, Let us make man in our image,”
Genesis 3:22 “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil:”
Genesis 11:7 “Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.”
Isaiah 6:8 “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
Isaiah 48:16 “and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.”
Further Explanation
Gulley points out these are not plurals of majesty, when a royal person uses  “we” in granting a privilege, since there are no other such plurals in the Scriptures. Not everyone is convinced these are legitimate verses, however, pointing to the variety of uses for the word “ʼĕlôhîym,” which includes God, rulers, judges, angels and pagan gods. Our belief in a One/Three person Godhead, is not dependent on these verses since there is plenty of other unassailable evidence in the Scriptures.5 
Gulley, 84,85.
The “Only True” God.
John 17:3 “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”
The verse is speaking of the Father and Christ. 
Ellen White makes this clear.6
“In this scripture God and Christ are spoken of separately. They are two distinct persons, but one in mind, one in heart, one in holiness and justice and puri[t]y, and one in the work of seeking to save the sinful race.” Ellen White, Letter 311, 1905.
Some thoughts on the the “Only True” God. 
The “Only True” God is not so difficult to understand when understood in light of the “One.”  But there is more to consider.
Was Jesus really suggesting in John 17:3 that His Father was the only true God, and therefore negating His equal participation in the Godhead and that of the Holy Spirit, and discouraging worship of them?
What is the evidence in Scripture and the writings of Ellen White?  
As we have already seen, (1) Christ is clearly spoken of as God in the Old and New Testament, and in the writings of Ellen White. (2) Christ is clearly spoken of as being equal to God in the Old and New Testament, and in the writings of Ellen White. (3) Christ is clearly spoken of as accepting the worship of human beings in the Old and New Testament, and in the writings of Ellen White. (4) We are told that Christ came to earth as man and will ascend to heaven as God. (5) We will welcome Christ as God at the time of the second coming. (6) We are told that we will worship the Father, Christ and the Holy Spirit in heaven. (7) Adults and children are encouraged to pray to Christ. In light of this evidence, Christ’s statement cannot possibly suggest that the Father is the only “true” God and that Christ is somehow inferior.
A contrast between the Creator God and pagan gods.
I would suggest the verse is not contrasting between the “True God” Father and that Christ is a “false god”—absolutely UNTRUE! and blasphemous. Or that the Father is the “only true god,” and Jesus Christ as a lesser entity. Rather this is a comparison between the true Creator God and pagan gods.
The phrase “true God,” first mentioned in Jeremiah 10:10, defines the “true God” as the Creator God who “hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion,” and contrasts the “true—Creator—God” to the false “gods that have not made the heavens and the earth (Jeremiah 10:11).” The Hebrew word for God in Jeremiah 10:10 is “ʼĕlôhîym,” such as is found in Genesis 1:27, 11:7 and Exodus 20:3. 
Some suggestions to think about.    
In John 12:27-33 Jesus speaks of having come at a particular time—“for this cause came I unto this hour” (John 12:27), for a particular purpose—“now shall the prince of this world be cast out” (John 12:31), and asks the Father to “glorify His own name”—the Father’s name. In other words, in coming Jesus emptied Himself of any glory and did not seek to attract attention to Himself.
In John 17:1-5, at the end of His ministry, Jesus implores the Father to reinstate the glory He [Christ] had prior to his humbling Himself and coming to earth: “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee (John 17:1).” In reminding the Father that eternal life comes to those who recognize “the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (John 17:3),” Jesus is pointing to the casting out of the “prince of this world,” mentioned in John 12:31. Christ concludes by asking that the glory He enjoyed prior to coming to earth would be reinstated: “Glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. (John 17:5)” 
Far from stating that His Father was the only true God and Himself a lower god, Jesus is asking for a reinstatement of the same glory He had at the beginning—equal to the Father. The NKJV renders it, “O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was (John 17:3).” 
Beyond that we should not comment. This falls into the “unsearchable and past finding out” that awaits our discovery in heaven.
Remember: “The greatness of God cannot be measured or comprehended. And that doctrine that denies the absolute Godhead of Jesus Christ, denies also the Godhead of the Father; for no man knoweth the Son but the Father.” White, Signs of the Times, June 27, 1895, par. 3.
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