
 
Hezekiah’s Revival 

 

Preparing Our Lives For Revival 
 

Hezekiah’s Revival 1 
2 Chron. 29:3 “In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he 2 
opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them.” 3 
(NKJV) 4 
2 Chron. 29:4 “Then he brought in the priests and the Levites, and 5 
gathered them in the East Square, 5 and said to them: “Hear me, Levites! 6 
Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house of the Lord God of your 7 
fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place.” (NKJV) 8 
2 Chron. 29:16 “Then the priests went into the inner part of the house of 9 
the Lord to cleanse it, and brought out all the debris that they found 10 
in the temple of the Lord to the court of the house of the Lord. And the 11 
Levites took it out and carried it to the Brook Kidron.” (NKJV) 12 
2 Chronicles 29:18 “Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, “We 13 
have cleansed all the house of the Lord, the altar of burnt offerings 14 
with all its articles, and the table of the showbread with all its articles. 19 15 
Moreover all the articles which King Ahaz in his reign had cast aside 16 
in his transgression we have prepared and sanctified; and there they 17 
are, before the altar of the Lord.” (NKJV) 18 
2 Chronicles 31:1 “Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were 19 
present went out to the cities of Judah and broke the sacred pillars in 20 
pieces, cut down the wooden images, and threw down the high 21 
places and the altars—from all Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and 22 
Manasseh—until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the 23 
children of Israel returned to their own cities, every man to his 24 
possession.” (NKJV) 25 
2 Chronicles 31:4 “Moreover he commanded the people who dwelt in 26 
Jerusalem to contribute support for the priests and the Levites, that 27 
they might devote themselves to the Law of the Lord. 5 As soon as the 28 
commandment was circulated, the children of Israel brought in 29 
abundance the firstfruits of grain and wine, oil and honey, and of all the 30 
produce of the field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of 31 
everything. … 10 And Azariah the chief priest, from the house of 32 
Zadok, answered him and said, “Since the people began to bring the 33 
offerings into the house of the Lord, we have had enough to eat and 34 
have plenty left, for the Lord has blessed His people; and what is left 35 
is this great abundance.” (NKJV) 36 
2 Chronicles 31:20 “Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did 37 
what was good and right and true before the Lord his God. 21 And in 38 
every work that he began in the service of the house of God, in the 39 



	

law and in the commandment, to seek his God, he did it with all his 40 
heart. So he prospered.” (NKJV) 41 
 42 

Pursuing Revival In Our Day 43 
We must remove the rubbish from our lives 44 
True sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, perfect conformity 45 
to the will of God. We are to be sanctified to God through obedience to the 46 
truth. Our conscience must be purged from dead works to serve the living 47 
God. We are not yet perfect; but it is our privilege to cut away from the 48 
entanglements of self and sin, and advance to perfection. Great 49 
possibilities, high and holy attainments, are placed within the reach of all. 50 
{ AA 565.1} 51 
Will the human agent cooperate with the divine “to will and to do”? If man 52 
places his will on God's side, fully surrendering self to God's will, the 53 
high and holy endeavor of the human agent takes down the obstruction 54 
he himself has erected, the rubbish is cleared away from the door of the 55 
heart, the defiance barricading the soul is broken down. The door of the 56 
heart is opened and Jesus enters, to abide as a welcome guest. { HP 27.6} 57 

Love of the world 58 
The love of the world has crowded out the love of Christ. When the 59 
rubbish is cleared away from the door of the heart, and it is thrown open 60 
in response to the invitation of Christ, He will come in and take possession 61 
of the soul temple. { 4T 617.2} 62 

Confess 63 
[The Lord] rebukes, He chastens; but it is only that He may restore and 64 
approve at last. How glad my heart was made by the report from the General 65 
Conference that many hearts were softened and subdued, that many made 66 
humble confessions, and cleared away from the door of the heart the 67 
rubbish that was keeping the Saviour out. { TM 22.2} 68 
God is infinitely gracious. He waits for us to return to him by heart-69 
humiliation, confession, and repentance. { YI April 4, 1905, par. 7 } 70 
A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of 71 
all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be earnest 72 
effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not willing to 73 
bestow His blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it. 74 
Our heavenly Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask 75 
Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our 76 
work, by confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to 77 
fulfill the conditions upon which God has promised to grant us His 78 
blessing. { 1SM 121.1} 79 

Make things right with other church members. 80 
When difficulties arise among church-members, let them be cleared 81 
away before the Sabbath comes. This should be regarded as a Christian 82 
duty by every church-member. “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, and 83 
be ye thankful.” Are you troubled and perplexed? Sweep away the 84 



	

rubbish that has been accumulating before the door of the heart, and 85 
open the door, inviting Jesus to come in and abide as an honored Guest. 86 
Bring peace and comfort into your own hearts and the hearts of others. This 87 
is most blessed missionary work. { AUCR April 15, 1903, par. 12 } 88 
The Lord has instructed me to say to his people, Work for perfection. Do 89 
nothing that will cause disaffection to spring up in hearts. Do not serve 90 
the enemy. Overcome your inclination to find fault and condemn. Give 91 
no place to him whose delight it is to accuse. Remember, my beloved 92 
brethren and sisters, that you are pleasing and helping Satan by every word 93 
you utter that disparages another. { RH July 21, 1904, par. 10 } 94 
Try it in every church. Have special meetings when you can,—meetings of 95 
humiliation, of afflicting the soul,—meetings where the rubbish shall be 96 
cleared away from the door of the heart, that the blessed Saviour may 97 
enter. { RH December 16, 1884, par. 14 } 98 

Remove rubbish from the mind 99 
He must put out of his life all superficial reading, for if his mind is filled 100 
with trash the Holy Spirit cannot work and impress the mind with truth, 101 
and bring right things to the memory. He is beginning to form an appetite 102 
for trashy reading—an appetite like the inebriate’s. He cannot possibly 103 
understand the Word and practice the truth, bringing it into the home life 104 
and having a mind for prayer—being instant in prayer. { 1888 1814.2 } 105 
 106 

What is an idol? 107 
An idol is anything that human beings love and trust in instead of loving 108 
and trusting in the Lord their Maker. Whatever earthly thing men desire 109 
and trust in as having power to help them and do them good, leads them 110 
away from God, and is to them an idol. Whatever divides the affections, or 111 
takes away from the soul the supreme love of God, or interposes to prevent 112 
unlimited confidence and entire trust in God, assumes the character and takes 113 
the form of an idol in the soul temple. { 3SM 330.2} 114 
 115 

What are some modern day idols? 116 
False doctrines 117 
In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. In trampling upon the law of 118 
God, they deny the authority of the Law-giver. It is as easy to make an idol 119 
of false doctrines and theories as to fashion an idol of wood or stone. 120 
{ DD 29.1 } 121 

Reverencing Sunday is idol worship 122 
The Protestant world have set up an idol Sabbath in the place where 123 
God’s Sabbath should be, and they are treading in the footsteps of the 124 
Papacy.”—Letter 90, 1897.  125 

Idol of our own opinions 126 
Rather than give up some cherished idea, or discard some idol of 127 
opinion, many refuse the truth which comes down from the Father of 128 
light. They trust in self, and depend upon their own wisdom, and do not 129 
realize their spiritual poverty. { DA 280.1} 130 



	

Homes can become idols 131 
Our Creator demands our supreme devotion, our first allegiance. Anything 132 
which tends to abate our love for God, or to interfere with the service 133 
due Him, becomes thereby an idol. With some their lands, their houses, 134 
their merchandise, are the idols. Business enterprises are prosecuted with 135 
zeal and energy, while the service of God is made a secondary consideration. 136 
Family worship is neglected, secret prayer is forgotten.—( SDA Bible 137 
Commentary 2:1011, 1012.) 138 

Money 139 
Mammon is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth, is 140 
the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly 141 
honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and 142 
freedom from responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands 143 
must be broken. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the world's. We are 144 
not God's children unless we are such entirely. { SC 44.1} 145 
Men are robbing God; and with self-complacency they look up and say, 146 
“Wherein have we robbed thee?” The answer comes from him, “In tithes and 147 
in offerings.” There are men in the ranks of Sabbath-keepers who are 148 
holding fast their earthly treasure. It is their god, their idol; and they 149 
love their money, their farms, their cattle, and their merchandise better 150 
than they love their Saviour, who for their sakes became poor, that they, 151 
through his poverty, might be made rich. They exalt their earthly 152 
treasures, considering them of greater value than the souls of men. Will 153 
such have the “Well done” spoken to them? No; never. The irrevocable 154 
sentence, “Depart,” will fall upon their startled senses. Christ has no use 155 
for them. They have been slothful servants, hoarding the means God has 156 
given them, while their fellow-men have perished in darkness and error. 157 
{ RH March 14, 1878, par. 2} 158 

Our feelings can be idols 159 
I tried to impress upon the people that a happy flight of feeling is no 160 
evidence that we are in favor with God. We must have the living, divine 161 
principles ever abiding in us, and not make an idol of impulse or of a high 162 
degree of feeling. If we have pardon, we must show repentance. We must 163 
have faith, and walk by faith; not entertain the idea that we must have 164 
assurance in feeling before we acknowledge ourselves blessed of God. The 165 
assurance is in God's word. God has said, and it will be done. 166 

We can make celebrities idols 167 
From the wisest king that ever swayed a scepter, Solomon became a despot. 168 
As a king he had been the idol of the nation, and that which he said and 169 
did was copied. His example exerted an influence the result of which can be 170 
fully known only when the works of all shall come in review before God, 171 
and every man shall be judged according to the deeds done in the body. { 7T 172 
218.1} 173 

Our appetites can be idols 174 
Many have lost their spiritual discernment by making an idol of the 175 
stomach. The poor stomach does not care to be idolized in this way. It 176 



	

wants a chance to carry forward its work in the beautiful order which 177 
God has established. It will do this work if man will act like a rational 178 
being. The food which is taken into the stomach should be of a character to 179 
promote health, intelligence, and spirituality. { 2SAT 153.1 } 180 

A favored person can be an idol 181 
Love ... is not unreasonable; it is not blind. It is pure and holy. But the 182 
passion of the natural heart is another thing altogether. While pure love will 183 
take God into all its plans, and will be in perfect harmony with the Spirit 184 
of God, passion will be headstrong, rash, unreasonable, defiant of all 185 
restraint, and will make the object of its choice an idol. { AH 50.5}  186 

Fashion 187 
Worldlings teach their children to love display, and to bow to the idol of 188 
fashion. They sacrifice themselves and their children upon this altar of 189 
Moloch. But Christians who profess to be seeking the heavenly Canaan, 190 
should obey the instructions of the Bible. We urge modern Israel to lay aside 191 
their ornaments, their jewels of silver and gold and precious stones, to put off 192 
their costly-apparel, and to seek for the inward adorning, even the ornament 193 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. Let 194 
children be educated, not to become devotees of fashion, but to be 195 
servants of God. { ST May 26, 1881, par. 23 } 196 
Luxurious living and extravagant dress are carried to such an extreme 197 
as to constitute one of the signs of the last days. Those who are inclined to 198 
admire the appearance which they make in a mirror will have no inclination 199 
to test their characters by looking into the great moral mirror, the law of God. 200 
The wicked idol of dress swallows up all that is humble, needy, and lowly 201 
in the character. It consumes the precious hours which should be 202 
devoted to meditation, searching the heart, and prayerful study of the 203 
Scriptures.{ 19MR 325.1 } 204 

Education 205 
In educational pursuits as in all others, selfish, earthly aims are dangerous to 206 
the soul. In educational lines many ideas are advanced which proceed not 207 
from the High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity, but from those who 208 
make scholastic studies an idol and worship a science that divorces God 209 
from the education. Yet because these errors are clothed in an attractive 210 
garb, they are widely received.... { CTr 23.3}  211 

Position 212 
Pride of position is a deep-seated evil which has ruined thousands. Yes, 213 
tens of thousands, full of ambition for distinction and display, have been 214 
ruined because they have lost sight of principle. They have measured 215 
themselves among themselves, and compared themselves with themselves. 216 
Their eager grasping for credit and reward has resulted in diminished 217 
spirituality. { 2SM 184.3}  218 

 Amusements 219 
Instead of using their God-given powers to devise means that they could 220 
accomplish good and communicate that which they had received worshiping 221 
God in Spirit and in truth, they ate and drank and rose up to play. They 222 



	

perverted and misapplied the rich grace of God, and bowed their soul's 223 
powers to worship an idol just as Satan laid his plans they should do 224 
through resuming their amusements in games and plays which led away 225 
from watchfulness and prayer. { 1888 1211.2 } 226 

Self 227 
The workers are never to make an idol of self, but are to put on Christ 228 
Jesus all working harmoniously.-Letter 150, 1901, pp. 1, 2. 229 
There are many represented to me in the church who seem just like drowning 230 
men engaged in a desperate struggle to keep their heads above water. They 231 
have not in their religious life ever died to self. Self is their idol; they 232 
worship at its shrine. Weakness and a fluctuating experience open the way 233 
for Satan’s temptations and they will be easily overcome. A faithful waiting 234 
upon the Lord will renew their strength. Trials of faith will come, but 235 
love, patience, and constancy will be weighed by the golden scales of the 236 
heavenly sanctuary. { DG 137.2} 237 
 238 

We must give them up! 239 
Our carnal hearts would cling to, and seek to carry along, our idols; but 240 
we cannot advance until we put them away; for they separate from God. 241 
The Great Head of the church has chosen his people out of the world, and 242 
required them to be separate. He designs that the spirit and life of his 243 
commandments shall draw them to himself, and separate them from the 244 
elements of the world. To love God and keep his commandments is to be far 245 
from loving the world's pleasures and friendship. There is no concord 246 
between Christ or Belial. The people of God may safely trust in him alone, 247 
and without fear press on in the way of obedience. { RH February 18, 1862, 248 
Art. A, par. 6} 249 
 250 

Why is it hard to give up idols? 251 
For a time many who have only a superficial faith, appear to be 252 
charmed with the truth; but when the word of God points out some 253 
cherished sin, and rebukes some chosen course of action, or requires 254 
self-denial and self-sacrifice, they are offended. As the truth is brought 255 
home to the conscience, they see that some idol of their hearts must be 256 
sacrificed, renounced, if they become the followers of the Lord in deed and 257 
in truth, and they cling to the idol, and put aside the warnings of the 258 
Spirit of God. They look at the present inconvenience and trial, and forgot 259 
the eternal realities, and begin to measure themselves among themselves, and 260 
conclude that they are as good as those who make a profession of religion, 261 
and so reject the requirements of the gospel. { RH June 7, 1892, par. 6 } 262 
Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will 263 
sacrifice their idols, and heed the counsel of the True Witness. If they 264 
will not be purified through obeying the truth, and overcome their 265 
selfishness, their pride and evil passions, the angels of God have their 266 
charge, “They are joined to their idols, let them alone,” and they pass on 267 
to their work, leaving them with their evil traits unsubdued, to the 268 
control of evil angels. Those who come up to every point, and stand every 269 



	

test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the 270 
True Witness, and they will be fitted by the latter rain for translation. { 2SG 271 
225.1 } 272 
 273 

How do we give up our idols? 274 
The truth should be placed before the people in its true, elevated 275 
position. All should constantly seek for the true faith that works, not by an 276 
earth-born, emotional element, but by love that purifies the soul. This love 277 
cleanses the soul-temple from pride, and expels every idol from the 278 
throne of the heart. { RH March 11, 1902, par. 3 } 279 
Our sorrows do not spring out of the ground. In every affliction God has 280 
a purpose to work out for our good. Every blow that destroys an idol, 281 
every providence that weakens our hold upon earth and fastens our 282 
affections more firmly upon God, is a blessing. … We should receive 283 
with gratitude whatever will quicken the conscience, elevate the 284 
thoughts, and ennoble the life. { RH April 10, 1894, par. 9 } 285 
The Lord purifies the heart very much as we air a room. We do not close 286 
the doors and windows and throw in some purifying substance; but we 287 
open the doors and throw wide the windows and let heaven’s purifying 288 
atmosphere flow in. The Lord says, “He that doeth truth cometh to the 289 
light.” The windows of impulse, of feeling, must be opened up toward 290 
heaven, and the dust of selfishness and earthliness must be expelled. The 291 
grace of God must sweep through the chambers of the mind, the 292 
imagination must have heavenly themes for contemplation, and every 293 
element of the nature must be purified and vitalized by the Spirit of 294 
God. {Ms8c-1891 (July 26, 1891) par. 17} 295 
The Word of life, grasp it as the treasure house of infinite wisdom and 296 
love; this is the Guidebook which will point out the paths to heaven. It 297 
outweighs all the treasure of the universe. It points us to the sin-pardoning 298 
Saviour, saying, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 299 
world.” O that you would search the Scriptures with prayerful hearts, 300 
and a spirit of surrender to God. O that you would search your hearts as 301 
with a lighted candle, and discover and break the finest thread that 302 
binds you to worldly habits, which divert the mind from God to idols. 303 
Plead with God to convict you of every practice which draws your 304 
thoughts and affections from God. God has given His holy law to man as 305 
His measure of character. By this law you may see any defect in your 306 
character and overcome it. You may sever yourself from every idol and 307 
link yourself to the throne of God by the golden chain of grace and 308 
truth. {Ms49-1895.4} 309 
Be not discouraged because your heart seems hard. Every obstacle, 310 
every internal foe, only increases your need of Christ. He came to take 311 
away the heart of stone, and give you a heart of flesh. Look to Him for 312 
special grace to overcome your peculiar faults. When assailed by 313 
temptation, steadfastly resist the evil promptings.... Cry to the dear Saviour 314 
for help to sacrifice every idol and to put away every darling sin. Let the 315 
eye of faith see Jesus standing before the Father’s throne, presenting His 316 



	

wounded hands as He pleads for you. Believe that strength comes to you 317 
through your precious Saviour.... {AG 84.5} 318 
When man places himself under the control of God, the will becomes 319 
firm and strong to do right, the heart is cleansed from selfishness, and 320 
filled with Christlike love. The mind yields to the authority of the law of 321 
love, and every thought is brought into captivity to the obedience of 322 
Christ.” {OHC 104.3} 323 
Jesus says, “Without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). Union with Christ 324 
is our only means for overcoming sin. Living in Christ, adhering to 325 
Christ, supported by Christ, drawing nourishment from Christ, we bear 326 
fruit after the similitude of Christ. We live and move in Him; we are one 327 
with Him and one with the Father. The name of Christ is glorified in the 328 
believing child of God. This is Bible religion. {TMK 318.4} 329 
 330 

What will be the result? 331 
God alone can lead you to so recognize His mercy, love, and forbearance 332 
that you will have the faith that works by love and purifies the soul. This 333 
is the gift of God. It is the opening of the heart to receive the Word which is 334 
as the leaves of the tree of life. … Believing in Christ and receiving His 335 
transforming grace is not guesswork, but a work which causes Christ’s 336 
virtues to be reflected in mind and character. When you gain this 337 
experience you will say, “I have tasted and seen that the Lord is good. The 338 
Lord Jesus shall be my portion forever.”  {18MR 79.2,3} … The power of 339 
the cross will move in you the mysterious springs of hope and fear, 340 
adoration and love. Angels are watching and waiting and will witness to the 341 
fact that the world has you not. Jesus has found you sitting at His feet to 342 
learn from Him, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Henceforth, surrendering 343 
your will to the will of Christ, you are drawn into a region where the 344 
cross is the central object. The world fades from your view. The glory 345 
shining from the threshold of heaven is the all-attractive influence. The 346 
riches of the grace of Christ hold you in willing obedience. You delight in 347 
the precious blessings of your allegiance. You are only too glad to impart to 348 
others the gift you have received. {18MR 80.1} … Let your mind come 349 
fully and habitually under the belief that Christ loves you. As you make 350 
a full surrender of your will to God’s will, your way to God’s way, you 351 
will learn of Him who is meek and lowly in heart, and will find rest unto 352 
your soul. (Matthew 11:29). A calm confidence will preside over you. Your 353 
heart will possess a dignity to which before it was a stranger. You will 354 
experience more and more clearly the sense of an ever-present, all-pervading 355 
Saviour. This will give the soul power to hold its stability, power which 356 
the changing circumstances of earth cannot undermine. It plants the feet 357 
upon a solid rock. {18MR 81.5} … Then you can sing with the spirit and 358 
with the understanding also. Under all discouraging circumstances your 359 
heart will rejoice in your Saviour. You will find opportunity to speak 360 
words of hope to the weary and the desponding. {18MR 82.1} 361 

 
 



	

Review Questions 
1. What were some of the steps Hezekiah pursued in seeking revival in his day? 
(Lines 2 - 36)  
 
 
 
2. What crowds out the love of Christ? (Line 59) 
 
 
3. How should we respond? List the four things mentioned that fulfill the 
conditions to receive God’s blessings. (Lines 69 – 70 and 76 - 79)  
 
 
 
4. What is an idol? (Line 108)  
 
 
5. In what ways are these modern “idols”? Do you struggle with any of them?  
False Doctrines __ 
Personal Opinions __ 
Our Homes __ 
Our Money __ 
Celebrities We Admire __  
Our Feelings __  
A Favored Person __  
Our Televisions __ 
Our Smart Phones __  

Our Appetites__  
Self __ 
The Latest Fashions __ 
Educational Achievements __ 
Our Jobs __  
Amusements __ 
Sports __ 
Digital Media/Games __  
The News __  

 
6. Ask God to reveal other idols in your life. 
 
 
7. Can we advance with idols in our lives? (Line 240) Yes__ No__  
 
 
8. How does God remove idols from our lives? (Line 277, 280, 286, 300-305, 
314, 319, 325)  
 
 
9. Respond to the quotations starting at line 332. 
 
This study guide was compiled by Dan Augsburger of Path2prayer Ministries. 
Find more resources on this subject at discipleheart.com. Communicate with Dan 
via path2prayer@gmail.com.  


